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he poorest countries in. the world-

are also often the hardest hit by the
AlIDS pandemie. In the chaos of
poverty and disease, children end up
neglected and abandoned when their par-
ents fail sick. Poverty erodes the ability of
grandparents, siblings and neighbours —
the social safety net that would normally
be in place — totake in these children and.
‘raise them. A personal tragedy — the
death.of her only cbﬂd at'the age of 24
during a helicopter mission in Mali—~pre-
cipitated a dramatic change in her life
and led her to wallc away from a success-

fd career as a film producer to champion. - .

ted from the progmmmes of I‘XB
Intervational. :

How doesFXBheIp themmaconurete
way ?
-When children no longer have parents, -

when their neighbours and their family

“on helpmg the' recipients by i Jmp:ovmg
‘their access to sanitary;e ucatwual, med-

“ieal and-geonoriie; services. Womer play.
' an important role in’ these villages and
" they have my"trust, I have confidence in

them. For 20 years FXB International has
p i r:hlldren productive
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are toopoor to care for them, they run thé
risk of finding themselves stigmatised:
and exposed.-to sickness and all forms of
violence and exploitation such as prosti-
tution, -forced Jabour, drugs, termnsm
and enrolement in the army, -

-1t is to avoid that this generation, which '
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the cause of the tens of millions of vul~ - soci

nerable children.left in the wake of the
devastating ATDS pandemic. She:set up
the ¥XB Interpational:named-after her.
only son. Frangois~Xavief Bagm}u&

You will be in Multa next Thursday
7 May on the occosion of World: ATDS
Ozphans Day. Could’
about this day ?

FHB International began id 2002 a day

dedicated to oxphans of AIDS; The: idea

behind it is to atiract attentior tothe dis-
tress of millions of orphans. Every 7 May,
& voice is given to these millions without
a voice through a day of solidarity and
sensibilisation. In Malta the French
Embassy together with the mayors of
Malta are involved in the organisation of
this day. FXB has initiated a world-wide
cealition of mayors because it is the
guardians of the Rights of the Child in
their municipalities who can involve

their town en the road of xespect of the.- »
rights of the most vulnerable children. Jt &

is these guardians who can put pressure
on their government to give at least 10%:
of funds allocated fo the fight against

AJDS, These funds should be utilised

specifically for the orphans and children

affected by this pandemic. The money is-
mostly used to support the families and:

the comnmunities who 4re responsible for
these children. The two'fold crisis of
poverty and AIDS considerably affects

the possibility of corursunities to protect: -
these children and to bring them up:-
More than 800 mayors and others elected |
from 41 countries have already joined
this coalition and this includes the: may

ors of Malta.
Four association this year is ceIehmhn
20 years of support to the orphansi o
AIDS, Could you explain your mission 7
I founded FXBInternational jn 1989 t6
help the oxphans of AIDS and also vul
nerable children via commuhity econom:
ic development programmes. Every I
seconds around the world, AIDS kills a
father and a mother. Today theve are’l5

mitlion identified orphans of AIDS: If

they are nob helped it means that we ar

ignoring a whole generation of ¢hildren.

In 20 years, some 800, 000 children in 20
countries acress the world have henefit-

T constarit - dizlogoe mm,.the'popﬂa‘hon.- :

¥ taléen care. of by .ori, extended;
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When their parents die the: children are  be an oppo;*tlmlty for organisitions like e

. qurs tozecewe donations becange there 15
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recipients — who are direetly totich
poverty’ and 'ATDS. 'Thisp gramme
makes it pusmbfe to helpthi reﬂplents
towards economic and social autonamy in
three years. The; children are-integrated
thanks to income-generating activities
such &5'the breeding of animals, running. . .
small shops and similar ‘activitieg which:
make it possible to provide for-the' n
ofthe fa.m;hes At the same time TXB go




